
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

AUGUST 15, 2017 

 

 

A meeting of the Bridgeton City Council was held on Tuesday, August 15, 2017 6:30 p.m., at the 

City of Bridgeton Police and Municipal Court Complex, 330 Fayette Street, Bridgeton, New 

Jersey in Council Chambers. 

  

The meeting was called to order by Council President Gladys Lugardo-Hemple. 

 

The Statement of Meeting Notice was read by Municipal Clerk, Kathleen Keen, “Adequate 

notice of this meeting pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 giving the time, date, location and agenda to 

the extent known has been given in the following manner:  
 

 1. By posting notice of said meeting on the bulletin board at City Hall Annex, 181 East 

 Commerce Street, Bridgeton, New Jersey on August 9, 2017, at 4:30 pm 

 2. By mailing such notice to The Daily Journal, South Jersey Times, and The Press of 

 Atlantic City on August 9, 2017, at 4:30 p.m. 

  

Invocation and flag salute was led by Councilman Spence 
 

The following answered to roll call: 

Councilman Edwards 

Councilman Spence 

Councilman Surrency 

Councilman Zapolski 

Council President Gladys Lugardo-Hemple 

         

President Lugardo-Hemple presented the City Council Work Session Minutes, Meeting Minutes, 

and Executive Session Minutes of July 18, 2017. 

 

  It was moved by Councilman Edwards and seconded by Councilman Zapolski that said 

minutes be approved and to dispense with the reading of said minutes as all members have 

received copies which motion was carried. 

 

President Lugardo-Hemple announced one ordinance for first reading. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 247-14 PARKS AND 

RECREATION AREAS  

 

It was moved by Councilman Surrency and second by Councilman Edwards the ordinance 

be adopted on first reading and that second reading, public hearing and final consideration be 

held on September 5, 2017 which motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote. 

  

 

 



President Lugardo-Hemple announced one Ordinance for second reading. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE 13-9 

 

 It was moved by Councilman Surrency and second by Councilman Edwards that this be 

considered the second reading of said ordinance and that the meeting be opened to the public for 

a hearing on the matter which motion was carried. 

 

President Lugardo-Hemple opened the meeting to the public for any one desiring to be heard on 

this ordinance and this ordinance only. 

 

 No one desiring to be heard, it was moved by Councilman Surrency and second by 

Councilman Edwards that the public hearing be closed which motion was carried. 

 

 It was moved by Councilman Surrency and second by Councilman Edwards that this be 

considered the third and final reading of said ordinance be taken up for adoption or rejection by 

roll call vote, which motion was carried. 

 

The Clerk called the roll as follows: 

     YEAS               NAY               ABSTAIN              ABSENT 

Councilman Edwards                     X 

Councilman Spence                  X       

Councilman Surrency                  X    

Councilman Zapolski                  X     

President Lugardo-Hemple                 X  

 

President Lugardo-Hemple declared the ordinance adopted becoming ORDINANCE NO. 17-17, 

the original ordinance may be found in the Ordinance Book. 

 

President Lugardo-Hemple announced this is the time for anyone who desires to address council 

on the consent agenda or any other matter. 

 

 It was moved by Councilman Zapolski and seconded by Councilman Surrency the meeting be 

opened to the public for anyone desiring to address council on the consent agenda or any other 

matters, which motion was carried. 

 

President Lugardo-Hemple opened the meeting to the public for anyone desiring to be heard. 

 

 Ms. Peggy Fleming expressed her concerns with Burlington Manor Apartments regarding 

code violations, maintenance, and security. She spoke of safety issues for the children and 

families who live there. Ms. Fleming noted she is working with HUD, the Mayor, and the Police 

Chief regarding such. Councilman Surrency questioned a fence that was to be repaired at the 

complex, Ms. Fleming said a fence was put up, though has since been cut through and torn down.  

  



 Mr. Tom Martin commented on the Solar Pilot Agreement, stating he feels a pilot is a good 

idea for the city. He spoke of Main Street funding from UEZ and mentioned the Best Practices 

survey with regard to the BDC not being on the city audit. Lastly Mr. Martin spoke of attending 

the recent Port Authority meeting, he questioned the redevelopment agreement adopted by City 

Council and suggested the Council look into what the Port Authority is doing. 

  

 Mrs. Dolores Batten, thanked everyone in the city who participated in the dedication 

ceremony for Mr. Warren Robinson. She thanked Mr. Mike Abbott for everything he does for the 

city. She spoke of reading about legalizing marijuana; stating she finds it disturbing. Lastly Mrs. 

Batten spoke of keeping the town clean and making the city a priority, asking everyone to 

participate, get along and work together. 

 

 Mr. Jorge Romero stated he is worried about crime in the city that is not mentioned during 

council meetings. He spoke of the city park; stating the bathrooms aren’t clean, the benches need 

fixing, there is no signage for the canoe rentals, and money is needed to fix up the lake area. Mr. 

Romero asked who is “picking up the tab” on the multi-million dollar deals the city is making. 

Lastly Mr. Romero said residents are paying high taxes and the city should stop paying off 

lawsuits and fight back. 

 

 Mr. Steven Paul of Bridgeton Main Street Association addressed comments made during the 

work session. He stated he has a good connection with many merchants in the downtown. He 

spoke of awards given to merchants by Main Street and the help he has given them. Mr. Paul said 

when he took over the association had a bad deficit, and low membership, and now has a full 

membership. He said he is doing the job for free, and needs employees and funds to get more 

done. Lastly Mr. Paul said he would like to meet this week; he said the BMSA is the least funded 

program in the state and are still running the most events and staying relevant.  

 

 Mr. Carl Seabrook spoke of issues with Baltimore Avenue flooding. He said trash and litter 

in the area is a problem, and is happy to be a “Litter Marshall” for the City. Mr. Seabrook stated 

dirt bike racing and speeding cars on Baltimore Avenue is becoming an issue also.  

 

 Ms. Rosemary Dequinzio Chair of the Bridgeton Free Public Library introduced the new 

Library Director to council, Ms. Linda McFadden who came from the County Library and is a 

licensed library director. Ms. McFadden informed council of the numerous programs at the 

library for both children and adults. Council welcomed Ms. McFadden to the City. 

 

 Mayor Kelly said there are four Litter Marshall’s in the city now; he thanks them for their 

volunteerism, and welcomes all volunteers. He then invited councilmembers and members of the 

community to walk the city with him on Saturday mornings to see what areas need improving. 

He announced this Saturday they will meet at the City Hall Annex at 7am.  Mayor Kelly stated he 

attended the school board meeting earlier this evening to ask them to consider utilizing some of 

the money (2.2 million) they received from the state to decrease taxes in the community. The 

Mayor then spoke of Mr. Richard Kates, inviting Councilmembers and the community to the 

unveiling of “Richie Kates Way” in front of the Hall of Fame Building this Sunday at 3pm.   



 Mayor Kelly introduced Ms. Peggy Fleming, a community volunteer he has been working 

with at Burlington Manor. He then said tomorrow is the last “Play Streets Day” and encouraged 

everyone to come out from 4-p.m. to see the interaction of the Police Department with the youth 

of the city.  Mayor Kelly stated the City has the best PAL program in the county with over 100 

children that fill the Alms Center every Tuesday and Thursday. Lastly Mayor Kelly said five (5) 

new police officers were sworn in for the academy last week.  

 

 Ms. Chloe Williams, said she supports Ms. Fleming and her efforts to improve the living 

conditions at Burlington Manor. Ms. Williams works at Buckshutem Road School and those are 

“her kids” who live there. She asked who in the city is responsible to make sure housing is safe 

and healthy for those who live at Burlington Manor, and who should be held accountable.  

 

 With no one else desiring to be heard, it was moved by Councilman Zapolski and second by 

Councilman Surrency that the public portion be closed, which motion was carried.   

 

President Lugardo-Hemple closed the public portion of the meeting. 

 

President Lugardo-Hemple announced all matters listed under the consent agenda J-1 through J-

17 with J-4 and J-13 being removed will be enacted upon by one motion unless a council 

member desires to discuss an item, in that case the items will be removed from the consent 

agenda and acted upon separately.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 146-17 extending the grace period to pay third quarter 2017 taxes 

RESOLUTION NO. 147-17 authorizing an electronic tax sale 

RESOLUTION NO. 148-17 imposing liens on various properties for property maintenance 

violations for June 2017 

RESOLUTION NO. 149-17 authorize advertising for installation of a Fire Station Alerting 

System 

RESOLUTION NO. 150-17 authorize advertising for installation of a Generator at the Police 

Station 

RESOLUTION NO. 151-17 authorizing the award of contract to Action Uniforms LLC for fire 

department uniforms 

RESOLUTION NO. 152-17 authorizing the award of contract to Emergency Equipment Sales 

LLC for refurbishing of the 1.75 Heavy Duty Seagrave Aerial Device  

RESOLUTION NO. 153-17 requesting a change in title and text of a 2017 budget appropriation  

RESOLUTION NO. 154-17 imposing liens on various properties for property maintenance 

violations for July 2017 

RESOLUTION NO. 155-17 authorizing execution of a subordination of mortgage for Ronald  

Hudak 

RESOLUTION NO. 156-17 authorizing a MOU with the City of Vineland for FY2017 Edward 

Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance  Grant 

RESOLUTION NO. 157-17 accepting the corrective action plan for the CY2016 Audit as 

presented by the Chief Financial Officer 

RESOLUTION NO. 158-17 authorizing utility account adjustments and taxes 

RESOLUTION NO. 159-17 to proceed with the hiring process for an Assistant Municipal Clerk 

RESOLUTION NO. 160-17 appointment of Mike Abbott to the Free Public Library Board 



 It was moved by Councilman Surrency and second by Councilman Edwards that said 

Resolutions be adopted which motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote.  The original 

resolutions may be found in the Resolution Book. 

 

President Lugardo-Hemple asked Council for a motion to approve the Schedule of Bills of 

August 1, 2017 in the amount of $3,060,413.40 and August 15, 2017 in the amount of 

$6,344,427.92. It was noted the original schedule of bills for August 15, 2017 was adjusted as per 

the Comptroller to include a $3,000.00 Hortense Headley scholarship award. 
 

 It was moved by Councilman Edwards and second by Councilman Zapolski that the Schedule 

of Bills be approved as read and warrants be drawn on their various accounts and appropriations, 

which motion was carried by unanimous roll call vote.  The original schedules may be found in 

the Clerk’s Files under “S” Schedule of Bills. 

 

President Lugardo-Hemple announced four  applications. 

 1. Raffle – South Jersey Robotics on October 14, 2017 in the park   

 2. Catering Permit – M Arellano Aug 19th 7pm-1am at the Marino Center for a birthday party  

 3. Catering Permit – M. Arellano Sept 16th 11am-9pm for the Crabfest at River Front  

 4. Block Off Street Application – Bridgeton Cross Sept 24th for a Bicycle Race 
 

 It was moved by Councilman Spence and second by Councilman Zapolski that said 

application be received and filed which motion was carried unanimously. 

  

President Lugardo-Hemple announced the following reports. 

1. Treasurer’s Report - June 30, 2017 

2. Quarterly Budget Report: Current - Water/Sewer - Solid Waste - CDBG June 30, 2017 

3. Municipal Clerk’s Monthly Report - July 2017 

4. Tax Assessor - County Tax Board Appeals Summary 2017 

5. Recreation Facility Update - Midseason May 27th – July 22nd 2017 

6. Water/Sewer Department - July 2017 

7. Central Cashier Receipts - July 2017 
 

 It was moved by Councilman Surrency and second by Councilman Zapolski that said reports 

be received and filed which motion was carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Kelly made his comments during the public portion.  

  

President Lugardo-Hemple called upon Council for comments.  
 

 Councilman Edwards – No comments at this time.  
 

 Councilman Spence – addressed Mrs. Batten’s concerns with the legalization of marijuana. 

 He feels alcohol is a drug also, and was legalized back in the day. 
 

 Councilman Surrency – spoke of the recent shootings in the city and asked everyone to keep 

 the city in prayer.  

  



 Councilman Zapolski – welcomed new Library Director Ms. McFadden. He addressed 

 Mr. Martin’s comments on the Solar Project and issues relating to the BDC. He then 

 acknowledged Mr. Romero’s concerns regarding litigation in the city, stating it comes 

 down to economics, though council has the same concerns about settling. Lastly, Councilman 

 Zapolski thanked Mr. Mike Abbott for the work he did on the bench for Mr. Robinson.  
 

 President Lugardo-Hemple – invited Mr. Romero to call her to start a volunteer group to 

 clean-up the park. She stated working together will make a difference, as she addressed Ms. 

 Flemings concerns for Burlington Manor. President Lugardo-Hemple spoke of the Mayor and 

 Council walking through Burlington Manor a few years back to speak with residents. She 

 welcomed Ms. McFadden the new Library Director, she addressed Mr. Steven Paul of Main 

 street with regard to working with the merchants. Lastly, President Lugardo-Hemple said she 

 understands Ms. William concerns for the children in her school; the perception of the 

 city needs to change, everyone need to work together to get things done and do the best job 

 for the community. 

 

There being no further business to come before Council, it was moved by Councilman Spence 

and second by Councilman Zapolski to adjourn the meeting which motion was carried. 

 

President Lugardo-Hemple adjourned the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     APPROVED 

 

                                              

Kathleen L. Keen, RMC      Gladys Lugardo-Hemple 

Municipal Clerk      Council President 

 

 

Date:       


